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W. Randolph Chitwood, Jr., MD

I am honored to serve as the president of the
International Society for Minimally Invasive Cardiac
Surgery (ISMICS).  We have matured from our mod-
est beginnings in 1997 and have become a princi-
pal resource for the cardio-thoracic community in
new and less invasive cardiac surgery techniques.
Established with the mission to promote and sup-
port both research and education in minimally in-
vasive cardiac surgery, and to provide a forum for
interpersonal interactions, ISMICS remains the prin-
cipal liaison among researchers, inventors, manu-
facturers, and surgeons devoted to the develop-
ment and introduction of new technologies in sup-
port of minimally invasive cardiac surgery.

As an organization, we continue to lead in de-
veloping cutting-edge cardiac surgical techniques and our annual meeting is a reflec-
tion of how far we have progressed. Our 6th Annual Meeting is entitled, “Where the
Future of Cardiac Surgery Begins…” and will focus on “pushing the science, pioneer-
ing the practice of minimally invasive cardiac surgery.” The meeting will be held June
18-21, 2003 at the Fairmont Hotel in San Francisco, California.

Drs. Randy Wolf and Vassilios Gulielmos, co-chairs of the Program Committee
have been working diligently to develop an exciting sci-
entific program. Inside this issue of the newsletter you
will find an interview with Drs. Wolf and Gulielmos outlin-
ing many of the exciting educational offerings at this year’s
meeting. Topics will include ventricular aneurysm, remod-
eling, robotics, anastomotic devices, surgical treatment
of atrial fibrillation, and off-pump bypass methods.

San Francisco will be the perfect host city for this
meeting and we hope the location will attract many of our
international colleagues. The Fairmont Hotel presents an
awe-inspiring picture of historic San Francisco. The gran-
deur of the fully-restored hotel coupled with its reputation
for impeccable service promises a truly memorable ex-
perience. Central to the Financial District, Union Square
and Fisherman’s Wharf, the Fairmont Hotel is located at
the only spot in San Francisco where each of the City’s cable car lines meet.

We are excited by the upcoming meeting and hope that you will make your plans
and reservations early to attend. The meeting promises to project the future of car-
diac surgery.

Best regards,
W. Randolph Chitwood, Jr., MD

San Francisco will
be the perfect host
city for this
meeting and we
hope the location
will attract many of
our international
colleagues.
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From the Board in 2002...........

Highlights from the
Board of Directors Meetings and the Annual Business Meeting

2002 ANNUAL MEETING
AWARD WINNERS

PRESIDENT’S AWARD
BEST ORAL ABSTRACT PRESENTATION

Michael Argenziano, M.D., New York, New York

BEST USE OF AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS
Tommaso Fiore, M.D. and

Alessandro Santo Bortone, M.D., Bari, Italy

BEST MODERATED POSTER
Vassilios Gulielmos, M.D., Dresden, Germany

The Society currently has 616 Active Members and
two Honorary Members for a total of 618 members.  All new
members are urged to become active participants in ISMICS
as the organization continues to grow.

The Society remains in stable fiscal health.
ISMICS strengthened its relationship with the Society’s

official journal, The Heart Surgery Forum, by securing sub-
scriptions for members of ISMICS and expanded contribu-
tions from ISMICS to the HSF.  Members were encouraged
to submit manuscripts to The Heart Surgery Forum.  Heart
Surgery Forum continues to see an increase in the number
of manuscript submissions.  A total of 64 manuscripts from
the 4th Annual Scientific Meeting were provided to HSF, and
the number of articles currently being reviewed for 2002
continues to grow.  The number of ISMICS’ subscribing
members has grown from 238 to 610.  The number of
website hits for the Journal has grown from 3,437,000 in
1999 to 5,425,000 in 2001.

ISMICS continued its unique partnership with industry,
including expansion of the Corporate Advisory Dinner,
which was held for the first time last year in Munich.  This
year’s dinner was held on Thursday, June 20th from 6 p.m.
to 8:00 p.m. at the ABC “Good Morning America” Studio.
The Board of Directors acknowledged the strong support
from industry for the 2002 annual meeting.

The Society has amended its By-Laws to increase par-
ticipation by members in the governance of the Soci-
ety, and to provide for different categories of membership
such as Senior Members and Candidate Members.

ISMICS will continue to position itself as the forerun-
ner in innovative cardiothoracic surgery, and will also
continue to move toward greater cooperation and collabo-
ration with the Society of Thoracic Surgeons, the American
Association for Thoracic Surgery, and the European Asso-
ciation for Cardiothoracic Surgery, and continue to expand
its visibility on CTSNet.

The  ISMICS’ 5th Annual Meeting in New York was a
success and attendees seemed particularly pleased with
the innovative Thursday afternoon session which included
live broadcast surgeries from Lenox Hill Hospital, as well as
the social events at ABC Studios and Madame Tussaud’s
Wax Museum.  Total registration for the 2002 meeting was
545, with 186 abstracts submitted for consideration. Dr.
Reichenspurner acknowledged the tremendous efforts of
Drs. Subramanian and Fonger on local arrangements and

development for the New York meeting.  The development
efforts required to raise the industry sponsorships neces-
sary to support a meeting of this nature called for dedicated
individuals who were willing to put aside other obligations in
order to assist ISMICS’ cause.

ISMICS will be hosting an Industry Reception in San
Diego on Thursday, January 20, 2003 and Board members
are asked to attend.

ISMICS has agreed to conduct the first 2002 ISMICS
Mid-Year Scientific Workshop meeting in New Delhi, In-
dia from December 12-15, 2002.

The 2004 Annual Meeting will be held in London at
the Hilton Metropole June 23-26, 2004 and Dr. Rex
Stanbridge will serve as Local Arrangements Chair.

Dr. Chitwood expressed his belief that ISMICS had be-
gun as a small family of physicians, and that through this
small core group the value of innovative new therapies has
carried ISMICS forward.  The Society has reached the point
where it can expand and consider including nurses and
perfusionists.  It was acknowledged that new workgroups
were necessary to look at growing products, and that the
cardiothoracic community needed to work together to en-
courage medical students to enter the cardiothoracic field.
There was general consensus that the technology related
to the minimally invasive field had allowed for the growth of
a special relationship between ISMICS and industry.  ISMICS’
leadership is evolving, and there will be a triumvirate of the
past, present and future Presidents working in concert with
the Program Chairs and staff to help forge ISMICS into an
even stronger organization and become even more of a
cohesive force with industry.
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THANK YOU .......

to the following companies who supported the ISMICS Fifth Annual Scientific Meeting

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Medtronic
MICS Division

GOLD SPONSORS
Cardiovations
Edwards Lifesciences
Guidant Cardiac Surgical Group
St. Jude Medical

SILVER SPONSORS
AFX, Inc.
CardioVention
Computer Motion
Coalescent Surgical
Genzyme Biosurgery

CORPORATE SPONSORS
Guidant Europe
Pericardia
Ventrica

AFX, Inc.
A-Med Systems
Applied Medical
Arrow International, Inc.
AtriCure, Inc.
Boston Scientific / EP Technologies
CardioGenesis Corporation
Cardiothoracic Techniques &
Technologies, Inc.
CardioVations,

a division of ETHICON
CardioVention
Coalescent Surgical, Inc.
Computer Motion
Edwards Lifesciences
Ethicon
Estech Least Invasive

Cardiac Surgery®
Fehling Surgical Instruments, Inc.

Geister Medizintechnik GmbH
Gensyme Biosurgery
Guidant
Haemoscope Corporation
HeartStent Corporation
The Heart Surgery Forum
Intuitive Surgical, Inc.
Karl Storz Endoscopy
Koven Technology
LIDCO Limited
Medivance®

Medtronic, Inc.
Novare Surgical Systems
Scanlan International, Inc.
St. Jude Medical, Inc.
Sontec Instruments
ViaMedics, LLC
W.B. Saunders
Wexler

SPONSORS EXHIBITORS

2002 - 2003 ISMICS Committees

Ad hoc Publications Committee
John D. Puskas, MD, Chair
Kit V. Arom, MD
James C. Hart, MD
Hermann Reichenspurner, MD, PhD
David Cloud, Ex-Officio

Development Committee
James D. Fonger, MD, Chair
Valavanur A. Subramanian, MD

Local Arrangements Committee
Alex Zapolanski, MD, Chair

Nominating Committee
Patrick Nataf, MD, Chair
Vassilios Gulielmos, MD
Michael J. Mack, MD
Hermann Reichenspurner, MD
Naresh Trehan, MD
Randall K. Wolf, MD

Program Committee
Vassilios Gulielmos, MD, Co-Chair
Randall K. Wolf, MD, Co-Chair
Mohammed Amrani, MD
W. Douglas Boyd, MD
Redmond P. Burke, M.D.
W. Randolph Chitwood, Jr., MD
Jochen Cremer, MD, PhD
Ralph A. Damiano, M.D.
Giuseppe DiEusanio, MD
Francis D. Ferdinand, MD
A. Marc Gillinov, MD
Paul F. Grundeman, MD, PhD
Jan Gummert, MD
Wolfgang Harringer, MD

Roland Hetzer, MD
Kevin P. Landolfo, MD
Toshiya Ohtsuka, MD
Joachim Rein, MD
Friedrich C. Riess, MD
Eric Schneeberger, MD
Paul Spence, MD
Rex Stanbridge, MD
William P. Sweezer, Jr., MD
Naresh Trehan, MD
Jarle Vaage, MD, PhD
Gerhard Wimmer-Greinecker, MD
Marian Zembala, MD
Ludwig K. vonSegesser, MD
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Where the Future of Cardiac Surgery Begins
ISMICS Announces the Sixth Annual Scientific Meeting, June 18-21, 2003

“Pushing the Science, Pioneering the Practice
of Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery,” is the theme
of the ISMICS Sixth Annual Scientific Meeting to
be held in San Francisco, California, June 18-21,
2003 at the Fairmont Hotel, one of San Francisco’s
most premier hotels.  New and less invasive tech-
niques covering the whole spectrum of cardiac
surgery will be explored in cutting edge program-
ming by pioneers in new techniques and technol-
ogy from around the world.

Program Co-Chairs, Randall K. Wolf, MD and Vassilios
Gulielmos, MD recently answered a few questions about the
2003 meeting:

Q.  What can physicians expect in terms of new and exciting offerings at the 2003 ISMICS Scientific Meeting in
San Francisco?

A.  The 2003 ISMICS Sixth Annual Scientific Meeting promises to offer something exciting and beneficial for all in
attendance.  Some of the highlights include:

Cardiovascular Anesthesia Symposium
Hybrid Procedure Symposium sponsored by Medtronic
Biosurgery Session
Invited lecture on clinical device trials in the U.S. and Europe
Anastomotic devices
3-D endoscopic visualization
Atrial fibrillation
Surgical therapy of ischemic atrial ventricular valve regurgitation
Ventricular aneurysm surgery

Q.   What sets the ISMICS Scientific Meeting apart from other similar meetings?

A. ISMICS is unique in being able to present the newest and latest innovations, techniques, devices and technologies
in the field of heart surgery in a peer reviewed setting.   The ISMICS meeting is also more related to routine problems
and needs of every cardiac surgeon, anesthesiologist, cardiologist, technician and nurse, so attendees should come
away with information that is not only very current but also very relevant.

Q.  How can abstracts by submitted?

A. Abstracts can be submitted conveniently online at the ISMICS website at http://www.ismics.org.
The abstract deadline is December 16th.

Q.  Will there be any special events planned for attendees and guests?

A.  In addition to the very progressive scientific program, which is at the heart of the meeting, there will be a much-
anticipated gala magic show on Saturday for all to attend.  There will also be free time available for exploring San
Francisco, which offers not only extraordinary culinary and cultural opportunities but also history, architecture, and
the world famous cable cars.  The Fairmont Hotel is perfectly situated for walking tours and also shopping, dining,
and sightseeing.  Registration materials will be mailed in the coming months and all are encouraged to mark the
dates on their 2003 calendars.

Vassilios Gulielmos, M.D.Randall K. Wolf, M.D.
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The International Society for Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery 

Where the Future of 
Cardiac Surgery Begins

Pushing the Science, Pioneering the Practice
of Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery

Where the Future of 
Cardiac Surgery Begins

Sixth Annual Scientific Meeting

June 18 – 21, 2003 
The Fairmont Hotel 

San Francisco, California USA

New and less invasive 
techniques covering the whole 
spectrum of cardiac surgery:

ISMICS Administrative Office
13 Elm Street, 
Manchester, MA 01944 USA
Phone:  978-526-8330
Fax:  978-526-7521
E-mail: ISMICS@prri.com
www.ismics.org

> Off pump Bypass Devices
in Cardiac Surgery

> Surgical Treatment of
Atrial Fibrillation

> Robotics

> M.I. Valve Procedures

> Ventricular Assist Devices

> Ventricular Aneurysm & 
Thoracotomy Repair

> Off pump Bypass Devices
in Cardiac Surgery

> Surgical Treatment of
Atrial Fibrillation

> Robotics

> M.I. Valve Procedures

> Ventricular Assist Devices

> Ventricular Aneurysm & 
Thoracotomy Repair

Abstract Submission Deadline: 
December 16, 2002

ISMICS Administrative Office
13 Elm Street, 
Manchester, MA 01944 USA
Phone:  978-526-8330
Fax:  978-526-7521
E-mail: ISMICS@prri.com
www.ismics.org

• Featuring a Hands-on
Workshop and Live
Operative Broadcasts

• Discounted registration
when signing up for both
ISMICS and Atrial
Fibrillation 

• Gala Magic Show 
Saturday evening

• All first time 
membership applicants 
registering for the 
annual meeting will 
receive a one time only
50% discount on 
membership dues

Cutting edge programming by pioneers in new techniques and technology from around the worldCutting edge programming by pioneers in new techniques and technology from around the world

For registration
information and 

more information 
on ISMICS contact:
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APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP

International Society for
Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery

Membership must be renewed every January  / Annual Dues: $200

GENERAL INFORMATION (PLEASE TYPE)

Last First MI Degree

NAME: _________________________________________________________________________

TITLE: _________________________________________________________________________

OFFICE/INSTITUTE NAME: _________________________________________________________

OFFICE/INSTITUTE ADDRESS: _________________________________________________________

CITY: _______________________STATE/PROVINCE:__________COUNTRY:_________ZIP:_________

TELEPHONE: __________________FAX:___________________E-MAIL:______________________

DATE OF BIRTH:____________________________________________________________________

STREET: ____________________________________________________________________

CITY: __________________________STATE/PROVINCE:_________COUNTRY:________ZIP:_________

PREFERRED MAILING ADDRESS (IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE)

PROFESSIONAL SPECIALTY (CHECK ONE ONLY)

� CARDIAC SURGEON � PEDIATRIC CARDIAC SURGEON � CARDIOLOGIST

� ANESTHESIOLOGIST � RESEARCH SCIENTIST � OTHER (LIST):_____________

PRACTICE TYPE

� PRIVATE PRACTICE � ACADEMIC INSTITUTION � BOTH � OTHER (DESCRIBE):_________

PAYMENT

Total Amount Due and Enclosed : $ 200.00

Payment Method: � Check � Visa � MasterCard
Card Number: _____________________________Expiration Date:____________
Name of Cardholder:__________________________________________________
Signature:___________________________________________________________

Payment must be made in U.S. dollars ONLY.
Checks must be drawn on a U.S. bank and payable in U.S. dollars.  Bank charges are the responsibility of the applicant.

RETURN TO:
International Society for Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery

13 Elm Street
Manchester, MA  01944

Telephone:  (978) 526-8330  / Fax: (978) 526-1703

RECRUIT YOUR COLLEAGUES
Help the MICS community continue to grow.  Give this membership application to a

qualified colleague.  If each ISMICS member recruits one new member, we can double our
membership and continue towards becoming the preeminent MICS organization!
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Membership in ISMICS
ISMICS is the worldwide organization dedicated to advancing minimally invasive surgical techniques.  Any surgeon or

physician engaged in, or interested in minimally invasive cardiac surgery, is encouraged to apply for membership.
Members of ISMICS receive a subscription to the print and electronic versions of Heart Surgery Forum, reduced

registration fees to Scientific Sessions and the Annual Meeting, and are eligible to participate as a discussant or modera-
tor at meetings, and serve on ISMICS Committees.

Please contact the ISMICS Administrative
office or visit the ISMICS website
(www.ismics.org) and apply for additional infor-
mation or to apply on-line:

International Society for
Minimally Invasive Cardiac Surgery

13 Elm Street, Manchester, MA  01944
Phone:  (978) 526-8330

Fax:  (978) 526-4018
E-Mail: ismics@prri.com

www.ismics.org

Hafil B. Abdulgani, M.D. Tangerang, Indonesia
Abdulwahed Almulla, M.D. Doha, Qatar
John H. Arnold, M.D. Willoughby, Ohio
Alain S. Asher, M.D. Newark, New Jersey
Fouad M. Azoury, M.D. Brazilia, Lebanon
Husam H. Balkhy, M.D. Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Faiz Y. Bhora, M.D. Los Angeles, California
Ben Bidstrup, M.D. Belgian Gardens, Australia
Piotr Buczkowski, M.D. Poznan, Poland
Joshua H. Burack, M.D. Brooklyn, New York
Philippe Primo Caimmi, M.D. Novara, Piemonte, Italy
Anson . Cheung, M.D. Vancouver, BC, Canada
Mustafa . Cikirikcioglu, M.D. Edirne, Turkey
Joseph J. DeRose, M.D. New York, New York
Ramzi Deeik, M.D. Oak Park, Illinois
Roland G. Demaria, M.D. Montpellier, France
Purushottam K. Deshpande, M.D. Nagpur, Maharashtra, India
Marc Detroux, M.D. Upigny, Belgium
Giuseppe DiEusanio, M.D. Ancona, Italy
Angela Diamond, M.D. Greenville, Mississippi
Enver Duran, M.D. Edirne, Turkey
Mazen Elfarra, M.D. Nancy, France
Robert Fietsam, M.D. Fayetteville,North Carolina
Eduardo Figueroa Rivera, M.D. Concepcion, Chile
Luis R. Garcia, M.D. Miami, Florida
Brian Glenville, M.D. London, England
Claudio Guareschi, M.D. Greenwood, South Carolina
Mukesh D. Hariawala, M.D. Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts
Michael D. Harostock, M.D. Wilkes Barre, Pennsylvania
Thomas T. Hinkamp, M.D. Elk Grove, Illinois
Marek Jemielity, M.D. Poznam, Poland
Mehmet Kaplan, M.D. Istanbul, Turkey
Hratch L. Karamanoukian, M.D. Elma, New York

David G. Kastl, M.D. Metairie, Louisiana
Yong-In Kim, M.D. Seoul, South Korea
Ali K. Kindawi, M.D. Doha, Qatar
Javier D. Maldonado, M.D. Bogota, Colombia
Alexander R. Marmureanu, M.D. Los Angeles, California
Ivo Martinovic, M.D. Krefeld, Germany
Ronald L. Meng, M.D. Decatur, Illinois
David Munjal, Ph.D. Camarillo, California
Douglas A. Murphy, M.D. Atlanta, Georgia
Nahum Nesher, M.D. Tel Aviv, Israel
Hiep Nguyen, M.D. Wilmington, Delaware
Hiroshi Niinami, M.D. Tokyo, Japan
Jonah Odim, M.D. Los Angeles, California
Konstantinos E. Paziouros, M.D.Athens, Greece
Bartlomiej  Perek, M.D. Poznan, Poland
Sai Prasad, M.D. Edinburgh, Scotland
S. Thomas Rayburn, M.D. Little Rock, Arkansas
Reiza Rayman, M.D. London, ON, Canada
John W. Rhee, M.D. Falls Church, Virginia
Jacques Robin, M.D. Lyon, France
Igor Rudez, M.D. Zagreb, Croatia
Adam E. Saltman, M.D. Worcester, Massachusetts
Felipe Gallo M. Santiago, M.D. Lambare, Paraguay
Kunal  Sarkar, M.D. Calcutta, India
Arie Schachner, M.D. Holon, Israel
William C. Scott, M.D. Mineola, New York
Scott C. Silvestry, M.D. Marquette, Michigan
Tri Wisesna Soetisna, M.D. Jakarta Barat, Indonesia
Bryan M. Steinberg, M.D. Washington, DC
Christopher T. Strzalka, M.D. Erie, Pennsylvania
Sakda Suwan, M.D. Merrillville, Indiana
Daniel G. Swistel, M.D. New York, New York
David F. Torchiana, M.D. Boston, Massachusetts
Zvi Zisbrod, M.D. Brooklyn, New York
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